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band and desires for a union that shall be everlasting
must be faithful to him so as to be like truth itself;
and he will place his trust in her, he will honor her,
he will provide for her. Verily, I say unto you, their
wedlock will be holiness and bliss, and their children
will become like unto their parents and will bear wit-
ness to their happiness.                                             8

"Let no man be single, let every one be wedded in
holy love to the truth. And when Mara, the destroyer,
comes to separate the visible forms of your being, you
will continue to live in the truth, and you will partake
of the life everlasting, for the truth is immortal." 9

There was no one among the guests but was
strengthened in his spiritual life, and recognised the
sweetness of a life of righteousness; and they took
refuge in the Buddha, the Dharma, and the Sangha.10

LXXXII. A PARTY IN SEARCH FOR A THIEF.

Having sent out his disciples, the Blessed One him-
self wandered from place to place until he reached
Uruvilva.                                                                  3

On his way he sat down in a grove to rest, and it
happened that in that same grove there was a party of
thirty friends who were enjoying themselves with their
wives ; and while they were sporting, some of their
goods were stolen.                                                     2

Then the whole party went in search of the thief
and, meeting the Blessed One sitting under a tree,
saluted him and said: " Pray, Lord, did you see the
thief pass by with our goods? "                                  a

And the Blessed One said: "Which is better for
you, that you go in search for the thief or for your-
selves? " And the youths cried : "In search for our-
selves !"                                                                   4